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Abstract

This study traced photographic images from their invention and the beginning of their use in

Palestine to their circulation as press pictures in official Palestinian narratives and among

creators of memory, considering the image a historical document, which is both a product of

print capitalism, and a national product that expresses the nation itself. The first objective of the

research is to understand photography’s functional role in building Palestinian memory and

identity through the images, symbols, and connotations it produces. The second is to

understand its cultural narratives in the various historical periods that Palestinians passed

through, starting from Ottoman rule and the British Mandate, through the Nakba and the

emergence of the contemporary Palestinian revolution, as the study assumes that photography

played a basic role in engineering the Palestinian national story, which either establishes a

collective amnesia or a collective remembrance. To answer its questions, the study focuses on

the description and understanding of print capitalism, in which the image found itself, and its

connection to the national project, imagining the Palestinian self and laying the foundations of

Palestinian identity.



The study concluded, based on its hypothesis, that on the historical level, in the first phase,

photographic images of Palestine and Palestinians were influenced by colonialist Orientalist

vision at a time when Palestinian cultural identity did not yet have its own clear vision

regarding photography as a national product. That image of Palestinians in the phase of

Orientalism molded and patterned Palestinians within an oppositional, oriental vision that

converged with Zionist colonial concepts, so that the methods of the colonial vision formed

another extension of Orientalist photography. The study concluded that the apparent absence

of present-day evidence of a Palestinian photographic scene at the time was an intentional act

by Zionism to conceal Palestinian social history by plundering Palestinian photographic

treasures of the time period.

In its examination of the post-Nakba photographs, represented by UNRWA images, the study

demonstrates the cultural distance assumed by UNRWA; UNRWA'’s historical neglect in

visually documenting the social narrative where Palestinian refugees existed; and a

fragmentation of post-Nakba narratives in which UNRWA institutional documentary

photography and the Orientalist photography style intertwined.

The study consists of four chapters in addition to the theoretical framework and the final

conclusions. The first of these five chapters links Palestinian identity in the frameworks of three

basic theoretical concepts related to the reading of the image, its role in shaping cultural

identity, in narration, and in establishing a national narrative. The attempt to link these theories

10



with Palestinian and international theorists of nationalism and memory rely on original

proposals from Palestinians themselves and link them with the reading of the photographic

image from a cultural point of view. The study was not satisfied with classic international

theories only; the second chapter discusses the creation of the Arab press at the end of the

Ottoman period and the establishment of print capitalism, as well as the creation of a Palestinian

national identity. The third chapter examines European perceptions of Palestine, the widening

of the Orientalist eye, the stereotyping of Palestinians with images evoked by Western and

colonial standards, and the employment of the religious myth. The fourth chapter, entitled

“The Nakba of Photography,” examines attempts at visual knowledge with colonial eyes by

examining the visual signs of Zionism alongside the absence of Palestinian images. In addition,

because of this absence, Palestinians were made to reside in another photographic sphere,

refugee and humanitarian photography by UNRWA. The Fifth chapter cover the rise of the

Palestinian national movement and the unification of the Palestinian diaspora after 1964. In this

chapter, the study examined the discourse of the photograph in two national magazines,

Falasteenuna and Falasteen Al-Thawra, because they functioned as visual mouthpieces for the

PLO. These magazines contain photographs from the First Intifada and depict the relationship

of the PLO with the Intifada.

The study shows the way in which the Palestine Liberation Organization represented

Palestinians by constructing imagery and translating it into photographs during the

11



revolutionary period, and using it as a symbol to confirm the presence of a Palestinian national
entity. The study articulates the need for an inclusive archive that takes images of Palestinians
and Palestinians themselves enrich print and symbolic capitalism in order to affirm Palestinian

identity discourse.
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A mother asks for extra rations
at the UNRWA area office in
Amman, Jordan. © 1967 UNRWA
Archive Photographer Unknown
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Refugee Conditions

Palestine refugees sit inside
their tent in the newly formed Ein
El Hilweh refugee camp,
Lebanon. © 1948 UN Archives
Photo by Myrtle Winter
Chaumeny
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SG-Beach-1(A).jpg Refugee Conditions

KHAN YOUNIS

Education in emergency tents in

Beach camp, Gaza, in the 1950s. When this picture was taken at

© Undated UNRWA Archive Khan Younis in 1955, the tented
Phiotographer Uninigwn refugee camp in the Gaza Strip
had just been replaced by
Filename cement block houses. These
SG-Beach-1(A).jpg youngsters were happy to have
. : more weatherproof shelter
Credn/Frovider ) against the summer sun and
©Unoated UNRWA'Archive winter rains. © 1955 UNRWA
Phatographer Unknown Archive Photo by J. Madvo
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06.Exodus-1.tif

Palestine refugees flee across
the Allenby Bridge during the
1967 hostilities. About 400,000
Palestinians fled across the
Jordan River to escape the
second Arab-Israeli conflict. ©
1967 UNRWA Archive
Photographer Unknown
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at the Jabal Hussein camp in 1961 as part of a UNRWA program.
Image: UN photo/PBB

G e it (3 L) il sl s ol e S g0 o 28> S g2 ypall OF 1R e @il Vs ey
oo Al o maadll SBLEYl ohlie¥) e plss e LeusSS i 850l @l s daglie ot SO (oY1 oLl
Miag ((gpay UK o 5y90alls WU cipey Olag 4 Lebad o @) o) (3 altall cLaY) Slimley oleleYly Cadlsh
oeie O el pllazd By Bipall o Slell o pall b e 8Ll el e Bpall Sely 5] ok b

el Bipall 3 moly 5o LS jpuall ol 51 jeally el Jldals 35Nl e Laoling sl o
Palestinian people have rights 428&; o Sl sda sl Lag (967 aldl an LSy il 0T Y
oeldlly ety Gl L o JoT "33V 8Lall sl WLl (3 i) n a1 Ciendl) ) agiis e slalls
ol e e Comll ilte)) S Y Ennl 50 IS 29 1967 ple i lymeas mgi)f climl Lotie 1948 ple 3/
iy S il i il Sporkls il e Vs cloil o o Ll ks Y Jatls o gty Lole 30 oo Sy Y
339n)l el ok Galall plooddl) sgg) £id doily Sl Gulad) 1l 3L Unlenls ) d0s)) 589 ey
sda oo oSO LY el Sl (3 agi 131 sl o SOT UL ) glanddll ) Jainey (oplanliy

Al sl joall 093 1g30Y1 pOT e o ail oliad)

"I would have Smiled. Photographing the Palestinian Refugee Experience . i @sly colas 3 Opuads 05y 47

428

https://unrwa.photoshelter.com/galleries/C00001E7XaUrUnk0/G0000wkRAQypxQ.k/VDOOOPjIADwWYvjYQ/The-
Palestinian-People-Do-Have-Rights

152


https://unrwa.photoshelter.com/galleries/C00001E7XaUrUnk0/G0000wkRA0ypxQ.k/VD000PjIADwYvjYQ/The-Palestinian-People-Do-Have-Rights
https://unrwa.photoshelter.com/galleries/C00001E7XaUrUnk0/G0000wkRA0ypxQ.k/VD000PjIADwYvjYQ/The-Palestinian-People-Do-Have-Rights

St ol S 3l 195580 425

sk 3 Y Lyes Ll (3 1950W) e gy Cnda il (o) il (Se ada Ll L ¢ g jpall D
i O bl e Bl S5V seb dW @ o e it ) glandll e e

Youth Activities

Voaka?, Youh Acties,
Marka, Jordan, © 1971 UNRWA
Archive Photographer Unknown

Floare
YoMata2ipg

Orstroe
B 1om uvRwA chive
Protogaphes Ukronn

o

1971 UNRWA
Upsted

SN 0ag 2017

Vot
1552019

DT

13Feb2017

471X3290/ 238

L) e Bge B Al Aa 3 WSy 03 (3 ke el 197151970 i @ abaidlll gl odn las
oW e G e 850l 3 LY aially By aded a 130Y1 leds ks Ly sLH S Jal)

el d))

@ QLS pgadl ma il B ) e e saad 15 Lmetsinal ) il ga 5l o S ey
This Palestinian Jw s b 30 b ie (JUL o Jub clapdy karamah ** NWgTH I

o Ll oalitaly axmliey angng a5Lohly 23U anils o T Aegee 33w 4585 o (This man ,f kid

UKo e 590l Aol ok @) IV sy by well s Ol ol it 18] OLaslS 095 3 Sy L S
O 0ly ible Tgs Lilsly jso Uil (S5 jpall oo sl Sllin oS Wb sl e shally gl oy b deladl
Y6 250 5SS ke Gadlly el me @iline ASG Gl L e gl S a e pgeall e

ot Ak of 1od) 35 e Un gl j0ds W iy ey JUbT jeo L5 cyie¥) asdiin ) ot s

429

https://unrwa.photoshelter.com/galleries/C00001E7XaUrUnk0/G0000wkRAOypxQ.k/VDOOOsfHBFLpWX5E/Kar

ameh-Camp %l S 2lé 1969

153


https://unrwa.photoshelter.com/galleries/C00001E7XaUrUnk0/G0000wkRA0ypxQ.k/VD000sfHBFLpWX5E/Karameh-Camp
https://unrwa.photoshelter.com/galleries/C00001E7XaUrUnk0/G0000wkRA0ypxQ.k/VD000sfHBFLpWX5E/Karameh-Camp

AT e al Q) Byl 090 VG & 80 IS g Y1 ) s a8 ey (el of el 1Y) i) o8
o3l JosS wse caty gl Olas s 2558 Ol landdll O] b (S Lo i Bl sl Yy
o3 s (3 bW Sl dhid fad dy pogad) 45 e 3505 135001 o planed opalell 3t ¢ sl
Y gl ohsleslly jopall 2 2l o8 Spall by gl 1 il bl ey dp nos
O8I 8 asly fits o ¢ o2l s Ol 258 bl @5 Jof o Sppall Gl o dy Ol 25ed Jlasl Jons
Sy b Sl e B3ledy S e shaeddll me Wlie S 5o ol Js 3 Je Jle e L Y
Sy psny Sl V) aday G cpe e plall s b sl & AU lpol G5 3l 1Y)
FS S ) ol (e ld) 2B Loy (et Y Rages Bl (3aSIY) Bl 3 4 e U mly gn LS Slidad)
3 L) e Gyl el g5 Tpnad D) pall L T pr Y bt T 3 e (S sty S
S Bl ey ally 5 O 3 gl ket TS TSl 02 Y (sl el e lall IV e (25,0
lo oY e clos 1 2013 sl s (3) w1 s of jgall LLadl e of 2013 155530 Capsn, W) 39 583Y)
Jyoh (S5 b o Tojm 380 L) 3500 Al s gl ool i) lile U] £ pndly b Leiitf d s
M B gl ) e plas bl (P a858 50 Gl 252 Qi sl s glay csY sk s o)
Lale gl Gy lally oW U] pid ¢ jgall DU o B e dns S jpeal) e Gebad) OF ) Lol Loie 2891 3
oilis VT palenes” Sls Wil sl g (3 Opdom Op ) oVgn el i 1g56Y1 ks s 5 WL 05
obsl e mpad) BB Gladll U Bl sy Bs LS (3 p g Oy sl i 3 Y ol
G sp Y sy e BV e aadll ol SUlsJly Slasall 195500 g ) dellzal b las i (oY)

B2 5 gl 31 alad) i el Bleedly 1 JUEYI L 3Ly 8 a3V 3515 (3 1y iy Jeloerl) Vs

430 . . S .
Burke", Eyewitnessing ,The Uses of Images as Historical Evidence.
123 i clallry Lyl s cde il blidly wty G127 g panlly SN slonlil &Y (g

432 Nassar", Myrtle Winter -Chaumeny, Refugees and Photography, in Issam Nassar and Rasha Salti (ed.), |
would have Smiled. Photographing the Palestinian Refugee Experience , p.35.

154



5 plad o ne3l O3 U] ekl (3 A Y1 oasVily 8as amgiy (ih daas §pall ads e gdedl s 5
W o (3 daae fems O o 195531 Al (clllg Cptr S by o2 (3 AL OG
SW-Ein El Sultan-13.jpg

Palestine refugee students in
class at an UNRWA school in Ein
el-Sultan camp, Jericho, 1950s.
© Undated UNRWA Archive
Photographer Unknown
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Refugee Conditions

| A fence six meters high seals off
A 2 Dheisheh refugee camps from
the adjacent Jerusalem Hebron
Road in the Israeli occupied
West Bank. The barrier, designed
to deter stone-throwing at

e vehicles is part of collective
A | punishment, enables the Israeli
| { authorities to more easily

gt e confine the camp's 8,000

: inhabitants to their homes. ©
1991 UNRWA Archive Photo by
Munir Nasir
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Refugee Conditions

A Palestine refugee mother
takes her dehydrated child to an
UNRWA clinic for treatment in
Karameh emergency camp,
Jordan. © 1971 UNRWA Archive
Photo by George Nehmeh
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Portraits Refugee Conditions
APalestine refugee mother and
her daughter in Askar camp,
Nablus, West Bank. © 1975

Palestine refugees that fled to
Baga'a emergency camp, Jordan,
following the 1967 Arab Israeli

hostilities. © 1969 UNRWA UNRWA Archive Photo by George
Archive Photographer Unknown Nehmeh
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Ayoung child drinks tea at
Baqa'a refugee camp in Jordan.
© 1972 UNRWA Archive
Photographer Unknown
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70323 - First Phase
Digital - 08_04_2005 -
16[1].06.16.JPG

A mother and child stand next to
their tent in a newly formed
refugee camp in the wake of the
first Arab-Israeli war in 1948. ©
1948 UN Archives Photographer
Unknown
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